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ANATOMY OF SPYING; éy
Ronald Seth. Dutlon. $5.05.. ...

INCE 1045 there bas been such

ivY 4 tide of books about capignage

that this once hidden subject
threatens te bocome -an
secret. A ‘basic constitusat,
individual spy’s memoir ar sto-
biography, contains neverfhe)esa
a built-in booby-trap. How can yoi
judge whether, and 'to what de-
gree, he (or she) Is lying? Be.
cause the corpus delicti usually
lies in some far-off region, you
can't,

This reviewer has-been &ssiwed
by & retired American diplomoa

of ministerial rank that the earli- “und always more authontaﬂvdy“’
est well-publicized reminisceance’

by a British agent in Wotld War

Il is 90 per cent .prevarication;”
Froni the period of the first World .

War a predecessor of Mr, Seth's,
Hamil Grant, said- fiatly:- *Great
spiés have " all swritten’ ‘tbeir

1 memolrs, but in no case ¢an thesp

works be regarded as trustworth
records of the actual parts ph;eg

{by their writers. .-, .;II

tecessary (0 go
chréniclers fn, order m arrive at
the teyth.” Now, in 4hix field inde- |

{ pendent chronicleri. are unituely
1hard to come by, for the reason

that those in the know are fore |
bidden by their governments to
discuss what they know.
o e

So the would-be historian of
espionage Is, at the outset, faced
with frustration amid what should
be primary sources. This is not an
atmosphere to attract professional
scholars, whose aun is to circum-
scribey g, ol fact and, by
evamﬁ!?ﬁ g:(a’us lvcl) arrive
at truth. But slnce this vast area
touches on diplomacy, payclology,

I military mstory, and several other

i x]ns it rémaing
' RQFOMQ

, | fore the. Sphinx w

3

Md%nt.

STATINTL

gena coald Thery'be & Beld mors -
inherently glamorous? Long ‘be-
rved, ;
i ple have - been““gn!ﬂ m
curiosity, apout  whatever
should not know. Sples, whe' !bq
ytempt o satisly just such cunn
oaity..mnlarl face dangm'. 008 1,
flict, an suspense—~the stuff ‘of 3
drama Hence the attractiveness
: of thelr ealling to journalistic job-
!'lotters Intent on lassaing the skits;
“tish buck. That is a legHimate' | &
‘intert. But In the process of |
spinning a4 yarn a marvelous '}
sphere of social activity is apt )‘.0
.become sullied. .
Mr. Seth's latest title is & mxt-
" book example of this sort of thing,

¢ In style it is adequate. Th are.

Beychology andy
regimen controlllng the course of |
instfn;ct»n is both readable apd -

EW ‘.
rangement, which fs topical rathee ht;seou;ten trits, m::ggwﬁ"gﬁ '
than chronolopical, there is ample | qualities mandatory in a "lpy' ‘ g
opportunity to “analomize™ such - | macer' and a contrasting of dif- P . ERT ’
;subjects as sabotage, postal cen~ |farent governments! Intellgencs
sorship, communications, ete, Mr., Ugmm, traditions.

Seth does xn, for these and a 1 Spy bulls may tike to this book.;

: dozen other topics. The trouble 1, |, :
ithey have all been done before, ;m%b“ good many of ;

ioften as well, usually more h ; . ,
Y ullye CURTIS CARROLL DAVIS.

{'th there are no bibliographical’’
{references in this book, with two
sexceplions. it would then seem'
Rhal the least the aithor could do :,
would be to render what he hime §.
i self has written more usable. But: g'
thnsbookhasalmostnoﬂlustm «

;’

ions (two chartd) and a grossly
sufficlert index:
e peren 5
! The narrative itself, alter a D(h
to the pre-Christian era, concefi
Atrates on the period from the.
!,Amencan Civil War up to the U2
1cptsode In his “anatomy” of in-
{ternational espionage across two ,
. hemigpheres during that !aeming
{xlme Mr. Seth perpetrates lhe :
i ktandard quota of highly question- : °
able generalizations and caveless *
errors. Is it accurate, for ex- -
pmple, that the Japanese in their ' 4
1904 war with Russia “were the
Frst ever to nse groups of sabo- [
feurs behind the enemy lines on iy
§n organized scale”?. Assistant

Y LI P

ccrotary of the Treasury Harry '
| Pexter White was not “‘an assiste
g? 1’\
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